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LOSS OF THE KENT, 



My DBAS 



^WiTH the twofold view, of gratifying the lively 
interest excited in the minds of our friends, by 
the awful and afflicting calamity that has lately 
befallen the << Kent'' East Indiaman, and of 
humbly recording the signal interposition of that 
Godf <^ who^ in the midst of judgment^ remem-* 
bereth merey/M am induced to transmit to you 
*«-io be disposed of as you may think fit — ^the 
following detailed account of the melancholy 
event, which has at cmce deprived the country 
of ma^: valuable lives^ .imd thereby plunged nu^ 
merons families into the deepe3t distress^ aiid 
involvled) I fdar, in pecosK^ary ruin, or reduced 
to e^tne^ertambarxassment,: most. of. the gallaiit 
survj^orsii - ^- • ■:. .: ', . 



4 LOSS OF THE igE^NIU 

You are aware that the Kenl^ Captaia Henry 
Cobb, a fine new ship of 1350 tons, bound to 
Bengal and Chhia, left the Downs on the 19th 
February, with 20 officers, 344 soldiers, 43 wp* 
men, and 66 children bdonging to the 31st re- 
giment; with 80 private passengers, and a crew 
(including officios) of 148 men^ on boards 

The bustle attendant on a departure for India, 
is undoubtedly calculated to subdue the force of 
those deeply painful sensations to which few men 
can refuse to yield, in the immediate prospect of 
a long and distaht separation from the land of 
their fondest and earliest recollections. Witji 
^ my gallant shipmates^ indeed, whose elasticity 
of spirits is remarkably characteristic of the pro* 
fessions to which they belonged^ hope appeared 
greatly to predominate over sadness. 8unro,und- 
ed as they were by every circumstance that could 
render their voyage propitious, and in the aq^ple 
eDgoyment of every necessary that could contn^ 
bute either to their health or eomfoFt,-*ibeir 
hearts seemed to beat lugh with contentment 
and gratitude towards that country which they 
zealously served, and whose ibterests they iweie 
dbeerfiiUy going forth to defend* 
. With a fine fresh breeze, from -the n^lih-eayt, 
l2ie etately Kent^ in bearing dowa the Qiannel, 
speedily passed many a weU known qK>t on the 
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coast, dear to oUr r^aaembraaoe ; and on the 
evening of the 23d, we took our last Tiew of hap- 
py England, and entered the wide Atlantic, with- 
out the expectation of again seeing land imtil we 
reached the shores of India. 

With slight interruptions of bad weather, we 
eontinued to tuake way until the night of Mon- 
day the 28th) wlien we were suddenly arrested 
in lat 47° SCT, long. 10"^, by a violent gale firom 
the south-west, which gradually increased duiv 
ing the whole of the fdttoiraig morning. 

To those who have Qerer <* gone down to the 
sea in ships, and seen Ae wonders of the Lord 
in the great d^p/' or even to such as have never 
b^en exposed in a westerly gale to the tremens 
dods swell in the Bay of Kscay, I am sensible 
that Ae most sober description of the magnifi- 
eent spectacle of << wateiry hills in fiill succession 
floirhig,*' would appear snflleiently exaggerated. 
But it is impossible, I thkik, for die inexperien- 
ced mariner, however unreflecting he may try to 
be, to view the efibcts of the increasing storm, 
im he feels his solitary vessel reeling to and fro 
ifender his feet, without involuntariiy raising his 
thoughts, with 4 secret confession of heUf^sness 
and ven^atita-diat he may never before h^ve ex- 
perieoo^d^ nomwds thatmyiMssriotisr Beings whose 
^^iwgr,?o<pidey tjepdinayy cgnmnsftmecp,^. we may 
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entirely disregard, and whose incessaiit goodness 
ive are too prone to requite with ingratitude. 

The activity of the offlceri^ and seamen of the 
Kent appeared to keep ample pace with that of 
the gale* Our larger sails were speedily tatoen 
in, or closely Reefed; and about 10 o'clock on 
the morning of the 1st of March, after having 
struck our top-gallant yards, we were lying to, 
under a triple reefed main top-sail only, with our 
dead lights in, and with the whole watch of sol- 
diers attached to the life-lines, that were run 
aloiTg the deck for this purpose. 

The rolling of the ship, which was vastly in-^ 
ereased by a dead weight of some hundred tons 
of shot and shells that formed a part of its lading, 
became so great about half-past eleven or twelve 
o'clock, that our main chains were thrown by 
every lurch considerably under water ; and the 
best cleated Articles of furniture in the cabins 
and the cuddy were dashed about with so much 
noi$e atod vidlence, as to excite the liveliest ap- 
prehensions of individual danger. 

It was a little before this period that oiie of the 
officers of the ship, with the well-meant intention 
of ascertaining that all was fast below, descended 
with two of the sailors into the hold, where they 
carried with them, for safety^ a Tight in the pa- 
tent lantern 5 and seeing tfiat the lamp burned 
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dimly, the officer took the piaoaution to band it 
up to the orlop deck to be trimmed. ; Uaving 
afterwards discovered one of the spirit casks to 
be adrif^ he sent the sailors for some billets of 
wood to secure it i but the ship in their absence 
having tnadea heavy lurch, the officer unfortu- 
nately dropped the light; and letting go his hold 
of the cask in his eagerness to recover the Ian- 
tern, it suddenly stove, and the spirits communi- 
cating with the lamp, the whole place was in-^ 
stantly in a blajse* 

I. know not what steps were then taken ; but 
having received the alarming information that 
the ship was on fire in £he after hold, I "hasten- 
ed to the hatchway, whence smoke was slowly 
ascending, and where Captain Cobb and other 
officers were giving orders, which w6re prompt* 
ly obeyed by the seamen and troops, who used 
every exertion by means of the pumps, buckets 
of water, wet sails, hai^mocks, &c* to extinguish 
the flames* Finding, however, that the devour-* 
ing element was rapidly spreading, and that vo- 
lumes of smoke were issuing from all the four 
hatchways. Captain Cobb, with an ability and 
decision of character that seemed to increase 
with the imminence of the danger, resorted to 
the only alterhatrve now lejQ: him, of. ordering 
the lower decks* to be scuttled, the combings of 



tbe katibt^b^ to boi^cmf aad^Ao^loiee^jmrts to b<r 
ppen^i for Ihe free iidauMumcf theirat^yjeb^^ 
merit* -.•'.-' •» ■ r . ■ • .. 

T<be6e idatmctioiis were speedily executed b}i 
the incited teShxia of the 'troops find s«anum ; bul 
not befii^re «Oiae of tbe^sick^oldiejQSf <me woxaniir 
and sevenil children) unnble tO' gasBf.thd. upp^ 
d«ck» bad perished* On desceodiiig io tiie gun 
deck with Coldsisdi Fearon^ G$iptain Bmj^ ajad 
one or two other officers of ^the^Slst regiment, to 
assist in opening the ports, I met, staggering to^ 
wards the hatebway, in an ^chaufited and neatly 
senseless state, on§ of the niafe% who inforinod> 
us that he had just stumbled orer the dead bo*, 
dies , of some individuals who must baim died 
from sulfocatidi, to which it was evident that he 
himself :had almost fallen a victim* So denaa. 
and oppressive was the smoke, that it was with{ 
the utmost difficulty we could remaki long enougk. 
below to fulfil Captain Cobb's wishes; which 
were no sooner accontplished,^ than the aoa^rush- 
ed in with extraordinary forc^ carrying away^ 
in its resistless progress to the hoidf the largest 
tbests, bulk-heads, &e. 

Such a sight, under any oth^r eonceivabie cir-i 
ettmstance% wa? well calculated. $0 hm^ filled ut 
with horror;, but in our natoval iN^Uc^ude ^ 
ftvpi4 the mo^ immediate peril of explosion, wis. 
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ttideaToilfed ta diaer ^atixotker^ m weslood up 
l9 our kBeet in water, with the hope diat by 
these violent means we should be speedily re* 
stored to safety. The immense quantity of water 
that was thus introduced into the hold, had in-i 
deed the e£feet, lor a time, of checking the fury 
of the flames ; but the danger of sinking having 
increased as the risk of explosion was diminish- 
ed, the ship became water-logged, and present- 
ed other indications of settling previous to her 
going down. 

Death in two of its most awful forms now en- 
Compassed us, and we seemed left to choose the 
terrible alternative. But always preferring the 
more remote, though equally certain crisis, we 
tsied to shut the ports again, to dose the hatch- 
es, and to exclude the external air, in order tf 
possible to prolong our existence, the near and 
certain termination of which appeared inevita- 
ble. 

The scene of horrcMr that now presMted itself 
baffles all description— 

*' Then rose from sea to sky the wild fiirewell ; 
Then shriek'dthe tiiiii<^ nd alaod «ti8 the bnife." 

The upper deck was covered with between six 
and seven hundred human beings, many of whom, 
from' previous sea-siekness^ were forced on the 
first alarm, to flee from below in a state of 
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absolute nakedness, anii were now i'llrniing about 
in quei^ of bu^sbands, dhildren, or ]iareiifls« While 
somi^ were standing in silent- re ffigiOitUmi ^^ ^ 
jstupid ifii^eiiBibility to their isftp^iditi^ fale^ 
others Were yielding t^emselre^ up to-Uie most 
frantic despair. Some on their knees were ear- 
nestly imploring) With significant gesticulations 
and in noisy supplications, thd m^rcy of Him, 
whose arm they exclaimed, was at length out- 
stretched to smite them ; others were to be seen 
hastily crossing themselves, and performing the 
yarious external acts required by their peculiar 
persuasion, while a number of the- older and 
more stout hearted soldiers and sailors, sullenly 
took their seats directly, ower the magaasine, hop* 
ing, as they stated, that by means of tiie explo- 
sion which they every instant expected, a speed* 
ier termination might thereby be put to theif 
sufferings.* {Several of the soldiers* wives and 
children, who had fled for temporary shelter* ioi- 
to the after«cabins oii the upper decks, were en- 
gaged in prayer and in -reading die Scriptures 

• Cajitaia Cobb with grast foretjioiigfat^ ovdered tiie deck to be 
scuttled forward,. with a view to draw the fire in. that direction, 
knowing that between it and the magazine were several tiers of 
Water casks ; while he hoped that the wet gails &c. thrown into 
the hold would prevent it from 'communicating witi^ fht apbrit 
room abalt 
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with the liuiiesy some, irf* whom ; were esMkd^ 
with wonderful sdf-possession, to offer to others 
those spiritual consblations, which* a firm and 
intelligent trust in the Redeemer of the world 
appeared at this awful hour to impart to th^eir 
own breasts. The dignified deportment of two 
young ladies in. particular, formed a specimen 
of natural strength of mind, finely modjcfiqd Jby 
Christian feeling, that fiukd not to ictti^t itbe 
notice and admiration of every onCr whp^ had an 
opportunity of witnessing it. 

One young gentleman, of whose promising ta* 
lents and piety I dare not now make farther n^n-r 
lion, haying calmly asked me my opiwon respect, 
ing the state of the ship, I told him that I thpught 
we should be pr^ared to sle^that n^ht in 
eternity; and I ahalL never forget the peojuliai: 
fervour with which he replied, as he pressed my 
hand in his, <^ my heart is filled with the pea^ 
of God ;" adding, "yet though I know it is fool- 
ish, I dread exceedingly the last struggle." 

Amongst the numerous objects that struck posy 
observation at this period, 1 was much affected 
with the a]:^i«araiice and conduct of some g£ the 
dear children, who, quite unconscious in the 
cuddy cabins, of the perils that surrounded them, 
continued tO/ play as usuaj with their little toys 
in bed, jor to put the most innocent and unsea- 
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of the older chUdren, who seemed fbUj ative to 
the reality of the danger, I whisperfd, now. is 
the time to put in practice the anstrttotions .you 
used to receive at the RegimeiitaL School^ .aiid 
to think of tiiat Saviour of whom you bave- 
heard so much; they replied, as the. tears ^u. 
down their ch^ks, <^0 Sir, we. are trying, to re^. 
member them, and we are prayu^ to* God." 

The passive ooi^dition to which we.w^e all. 
reduced, by the total failure of our most strenur^ . 
ous exerti<ms^ while it was well calculated, and . 
probably designed to convince us;afterwards, tha^ . 
our deliverance was effected, not ^^by our own, 
might or power, but by the Spirit of the Lor4»'' 
afforded us ample room at the moment fox deep« 
and awfiil reflection, which, it is to be earnestly^ 
wished, may have been improved, as well by^ 
those who were eventually saved, as by those who 
perished. 

It has been observed by -the author of *Uha 
Retrospect,*' that << in the heat of battle, it is not 
only possible but easy to forget death, and cease , 
to think ; but in the cool and protracted houis of^ 
a shipwreck, where there is often nothing .to enn 
gage the mind, but the recollection of tried and 
unsuocessfoi labours, and the si^t ^f unavoida** 
ble and increasing faarbingera gS destmetiw, it 
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is ndt easy norpdsaible to forget dnrselves or s 
fnture state.** 

The general applicabillQ^ of ike latter pArt of 
this proposition, I am disposed to doubt r for if 
I were to judge of the feelings of all on bdard, 
by those of the number who were heard to ex^- 
press them, I fl^uld apprehend tlmt a Icirge 
majority of those mein^ whose previous attention 
has neret been fairiy and f&Ujr direct to the 
great subject of religion,; approach the gates of 
death, it may be, with solemnity, or with terror^ 
but without any definable or tangible coimction 
of the fhet that, ^ after death cometh the judg^ - 
ment." > 

Several there were, indeed, who vowed in loud 
and piteous cries, that if the Lord God would 
spare their live^, they would thenceforward de^ 
dicate all their powers to his serviee; and ndt- 
a lew were heard to exclaim^ m ike bittemess 
of remorse^ that the judgments of the Most Highi 
were justly poured out upon them, for their lie* 
glected Sabbaths, and thdr profl^teorpro&ne* 
Ir^s ; but the number of those was extremely 
stnallj who appeared to dwell either with: lively 
hepe or dutmd *on the viewt of an openii^ etemi- 
tf. And as Ufardier evidenee ^ the truth of thia 
cbi^e»^timi,"I liii^meiidonithfllrwlM^IiafierwardB 
^d^^a$ioii ISO itotintthfeB^eQ shiovds, I there 



/ 
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met with a young mani i^hq had. brought me a 
letter of introduction from our exe^Uent friend 
Dr G— n, to whom I felt it my xiaty, while we 
were rocking on the mast, quietly, to propose tbe 
great question, ** What must we do to be saved ?^ 
and this jroung gentleman has since informed Mr 
P. that though be was at that!moment fully per* 
suaded of the certainty of immediate death, yet 
the subject of eternity, in any form, had notonoe 
flashed upon his nnndj previously to my conver- 
sation* 

While we thus lay in a state of physical iner* 
tion, but with all our mental faculties in rapid 
and painful activity, — ^with the waves lashing fu» 
riously against the side of our devoted ship, as 
if in anger with the hostile elemeiH for not more 
speedily performing its office of destruction,—* 
the binnacle, by one. of those many lurches 
which werq driving every thing moveable from 
side to side of the vessel, was suddi^Jy wrenciv- 
ed from its fastenings, and all the apparatus of 
the compass dashed to pieces upon the deck; <m 
which one of the young mates, emphatically re^ 
garding it for a moment, cried out with the ema* 
tion so natural to a sailor under such circum^ 
stances, <^What! is the Kenlfs cosnpass really 
gone ?'^ leaving the bystanders to form, from that 
omen, their own conclusions* One promising 
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young officer of the troops Wa&i^eeik' th^ughtfiil* 
Ij: removilig from his writing case a lock.of hair^ 
which he composedly deposited in his bosom ; 
and another officer procuring paper, &c. ad^ 
dressed a short communication^ his father, which 
was afterwards carefully enclosed in a bottle, in 
the hope th^t it might eyentuaily reach its des* 
tittation^ with the view, as he stated, of relieving 
him from the long years of fruitless anxiety and 
suspense which our melanchdly faite would awak* 
en, and of bearing his humble testimony, at a 
tnom^ent when hi& sincerity could scarrcely be ques^ 
tioned, to the faithfulness of that God in whose 
mercy he trusted, and whose peace he largely ^dh> 
joyed in the tremendous prospect of immediate 
dissolution. It was at this appalling instant, 
when ^^ all hope Aat we should be saved was 
now taken away," and when the letter referred to 
was about being committed to the waves, that it 
occurr^ to Mr Thomson, the 4th mat^ to send 
a man to the fo)te top, rather with the ardeiit 
wish,^ than the expectation, tliat some friendly 
sail might be discovered on the face of the waters. 
The sailor, on mounting, threw his eyes round the 
horizon for a mbment,-!-^ moment of unutterable 
Suspense,-«*«iid waving his hat exdaimed, <<a sail 
on the lee bow I'' ~ The joyful announcemeiit was 
received with deep^-felt thanksgivings, and with 
three cheers upon deck. Our flags of distress 



were intitandy hoisted^ aad our minute ^ goM 
fired; and we bore down under our three «top>Y 
sails and fore-sail upon the strainer, which after- 
wards proved to be the Cambria, a small brig of 
200 t<»is burden— Cock— 'bound to Vera Cru^^ 
having on board 20 or 80 Comidi miners, and 
other agents of the Anglo^Measican Company. 

For ten or fifteen minutes ' we were left in 
doubt whether the brig perceived our signals^ 
or perceiving them, was disposed to lend us any 
assistance. From the violence ofthe gale, it seems^ 
that the report of our guns was not heard; bol 
the ascending volumes of smoke from our shipi 
sufficiently announced the dreadful imtwte of 
our distress ; and we had the sati9&ctiQn, after 
a short period of dark suspaiae, to see the brig 
hoist British colours, and crowd all sail to has- 
ten to our relief. 

Although it was impossible, and would Imise 
been improper, to repress the rising hopes thai 
were pretty generally difiiis^ iamongst us by 
the unexpected sight of the Cambria, yet I con- 
fess, that when I reflected on the long pexjod. 
our ship hadh^n already bummg-- -on the trti^^* 
mendous sea that was running-^-on the eaUxjema 
smallness of the brig, and the immense niimbar • 
of human beings to be saved,-^! could only ves- 
ture to hope that a few might be spared $ but I 
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dmst not fbr a inomevtxcmtemplatc. tltt&;|K2S'9il^ 
Ittjr of 1117 own presenratioQ. 

While Cafitein Cobb» Cobnel Fearon tho 
Oommanding Ofitcer of the troops, and Maj<Nr 
Maogregor of iheAlst regiment) were consultiog 
together^ as the htig was approadung us, en 
the necessai^ prq>arations for getting, out the 
boats, &c. one.of the officers asked Major M. in 
what order it was intended the offieers should, 
more off; to whi^h the other replied, <^ Of 
cmtrse in funeral carder ;** which injunodoQ was 
isstantly confirmed bj Colonel Fearon, who said, 
<« Most undoubtedly^ the jqniors first-*4Kit see 
that any man is cut down who presumes to enter 
the boats before the means of escape <tfe present* 
ed to the women and children**' 

To prevent the rush to the boats, as they 
were being lowered, which, from certam symp-^ 
toms of impati^ce manifested bolh by soldiers 
and. sailors, there wi^ reason to fear; some of 
the military officers were statioi^ over them 
with drawn swords. But from the firm detCM^* 
mination which these exhibited, and the great 
subordination observed, with few excqition^, by 
the troops^this propw precaution was afterwards 
rendered nmieoessary. 

Arrfrngements having been consideral^y made 
by Captain Cobb for placing in.tbejficst boa^ 
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previous to letting it down, all the ladies, and as 
many of the soldiers' wives as it conld safely 
contain, they hurriedly wrapt diemsdves up In 
whatever articles of clothing could be most con- 
veniently found ; and I think about two, or hal£- 
past two o'clock, a most mournful procession 
advanced from the after cabins to the starboard 
cuddy .port, outside of which the cutter was su»> 
pended. Scarcely a word was uttered-^not a 
scream was heard— ^ven the infants ceased to 
cry, as if conscious of the unspoken and xtt^ 
i^eakable anguish that was at that instant rend- 
ing the hearts of their parting parents— -nor was 
the silence of voices in fuiy way broken, except ^ 
in one or two cases, where the ladies plaintively 
entreated permission to be left behind with thehr 
husbands. But on being assured that every 
' moment's delay might occasion the sacrifice ofi a 
human life, they successively suffered themselv^es 
to be torn from the tender embrace, and with 
the fortitude which never fails to characterise 
ahd adorn their sex on occasions, of overwhelm^ 
ing trial, were placed, without a murmur, in the 
boat, which was immediately lowered iiito a sea 
so tempestuous, as to leave us only ^< to hope 
against hope" that it should live in it for a single 
moment. Twice the cry was heard from those 
on the chains that the boat was swamping, -But 
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He T^ho enabled tbe Apostle Peter to walk on 
the face of the deep^ and was graciously attend* 
ing to the silent bnt earnest aspirations of thdse 
an board, had decreed its safely. Tbe tackle, 
after considerable difficulty^ was mihboked*-^ 
tbe boat was dexterctosly clei^ed from the ship, 
and after a while was seen from the poop, bat* 
tling with the billowis ;-^now raised, in its pro* 
gress to the bkig, like a spedc on their summit, 
and then disappearing for several seconds, as if 
^gulfed <* in the horrid vale'' between them.* 
The Cambria having prudently lain to at some 
distance from the Kent, lest she should be in« 
volved in her explosion, or exposed to the fire 
frdbi our guns, which, being all shotted, after- 
wards went off as the flames successively reacb* 
ed them, the men had a considerable way to 
row; and the success of this first experiment 
seeming to be the measure of our future hopes, 
the movements of this precious b(mt-^incalci>> 
lably precious, without doubt, to the agonized 
husbands, and fathers immediately connected 






* *I was aflerwarft informed by one of the passengers on 
board the CambriA^—foti froni the great beight of the Indiaman, 
ve had not the opp^vtuibity of ma^g a aimUar f^iiseirratioiv^ 
that when both y^els happened to be at the same time in the 
trough of the sea, the Kent was entirely concealed by the inter- 
f ening waves fVom th4 deck of the Cambria. 
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with it^«-»were watched with intense anxiety by all 
en board. In the course of twenty minutes, it 
was seen alongside the << ark of refuge ;" and the 
first human being that hap]3ened to be admitted^ 
out of die Tast assemblage that ultimately found 
shelter there, was the infant son of Major Mac^ 
gregor, a child of only a few weeks old, who was 
caught from his mother's arms, and lifted into 
the brig by Mr Thomson, the 4th mate of the 
Kent. 

I have been told by one abundantly capable of 
judging, that the feelings of oppressive delight, 
gratitude and praise, experienced by the mar- 
ried officers and soldiers, on b^g assured of 
the safety of their whres and childroi, so entirely 
abstincted their minds from their own situation, 
as to render them for a little while afterwards 
totally insensible either to the storm that beat 
upon them, or to the active and gathering vol* 
cano that threatened every iinstant to explode 
under their feet; 

It being impossible for the boats, after th^ 
first trip, to come alongside the Kait, a plah 
was. adopts fi>r lowering the women and cl^ 
dren by copes irom the stem, by tying thetbs 
two and two toged^r, Butih>tni'th#4iesrting dt 
the ship^ and die extreme difficulty In diV:^pMP 
them at the instant th^ boat was u^dmiehtiiv 
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many of. the poor creatares were unavoidably 
plunged repeatedly under water; and much as 
humanity may rejoice that no woman was event- 
ually lost by this process, yet it was as knpos-* 
sible tO'prevent^ as: it was deplorable to witness, 
the great sacrifice it occasioned of the younger 
children,— the same ' violent means which only 
reduced the parents to a state of exhaustion or 
insensibility, having entirely extinguished the 
vital spark in the feebler frames of the infants 
that were £istened to them. 

Amid the conflicting feelings and dispositions 
manifested by the numerous actors in this me* 
lancholy drama, many aifeeting proofs were eln 
dted of parental and filial afi*ecti(m, or of disii^ 
terested friendship, that seensed to shed a mo*- 
mentary halo around the glo<»ny sei^e* 

Two or three soldiers, to relieve their wives of 
a part of their fiunilies, sprai^ into the water 
with their children, and perished in their endea- 
vours to save them. ' One* young lady, who had 
resolutely refused to quit her father, whose sense 
of duty kept <hin| at his post, was near falling a 
<aaifice to her -filial d^votiiHiv not having been 
picked xsp- by- those in tbfe boats until she had 
(rank five or six times. Anoth^ individiial, who 
^waa reduced to-^e fVightfiil altemait!^ of losing 
%s wtfe or^ hia children, hastily dtcidoft in favour 
of his duty to the former. His wifb was accord- 
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ingly saved, but his four diildreti, alas ! irere 
left to perish. A fine feJlow, a soldier, who 
had neither wife nor child of his own, but who 
evinced the greatest solicitude for the safety of 
those of others, insisted <ni having three chil- 
dren lashed to him, with whom he plunged into 
the water ; not being able to reach the boat, he 
was again drawn into the ship widi his charge^ 
but not before two of the children had expiiied» 
Que man fell down the hatchway, into the flames^ 
and another had his back so completely broken as 
to have been observed qtdte doubled falling over- 
board. These numerous spectacles of individual 
loss and suffering were not ^ confined to the eiip 
trance upon the perilous voyage between the 
two ships* One man, who fell between the bosut 
and the brig, had his head literally crushed to 
pieces ; and some others^ were lost in llieir at- 
tempts to ascend the «ide of the Gainbria. 

Seeing that the tardy means employed for the 
escape of the women and children, jnecessariljr 
consumed a , great, ileal of time that might be 
paitly 4eVjQted to the general preservation, or* 
ders were glven^ that along with the females, eadb 
pf the bpajts <shpttl4 alao admit iai cej^tain portkm 
of th0 aoJdiers ; jseveral of .whom, in their iab^p9n 
tienoe to take advmlBge of thkipavmsskxi, fluog 
themselites iov^board^ . and sunk in their ilUjudg^ 
ed and pnemlrture: efforts fer deliverance. > 
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> One poor fallow of .this numbery avery re« 
spectable man, had actually reached the boat, 
and was raising ids hand to lay hold oh the gun* 
nel, when the bow of the booi^ by a sadden 
pitch, struck him on the ' head, and he instantly 
went down* There was a peculiarity attending 
this inan's case that deserves notice* His wiibf 
to whom he was warmly attached, not having 
been of the allotted iiumber of women to ac* 
company the regiment abroad, resolved,, in her 
anxiety to follow her huisband^ to .defeat this ax^ 
rangement^ and acoordin^y repaired .with the 
detachment to Gravesend, where she ingeniously 
mnaged, by eludilDg the vigUanoe of the sen- 
tries, to get on board, and conceal herself fer 
several days; and although she was discover-* 
ed, and sent . ashore at -Deal* . she contrived 
a second time, with. true, fenuboine perseveranoa^ 
to get between deck% where she cojitinued to 
secrete .herstiUfuUidl the. mocning crf'.thefiital dis- 
aster* 

While the .inen weire thus bent in various ways 
OQ self-preservation, one^ of the saiilors, who had 
tak^ 14&poat ' with many others over .the magi^ 
aEiae, AW«dting)With gseeat patience the dreaded 
ex|>loaioiv at clast cried out,., aaif in ill humonr 
that bia.eispfiieli^on was likely to be disappoinji!- 
ed^ '«! WbUJ :if she woa^t;bkyw.uiv 111. aee if I 
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can't get away from her;** and instantly j umping 
up, he made the best of his way to one of the 
boats, which I understand he reached in saf(^. 

I ought to state, that three out of the six boats 
we originally possessed, were either completely 
stove or swamped in the course of the day, one ot 
them with men in it, some of whom were se^ti float- 
ing in the water for a moment before they disap- 
peared ; and it is suspected that one or two of 
those who w^it down, must have sunk und/er the 
weight of their spoils, the same individuals hav- 
ing he&a Meesx eagerly plundering the cuddy 
cabins. 

As the day was rapidly drawing to a close^ 
and the flames were slowly^ but perceptibly exr 
tending. Colonel Fearon and Captam Cobb 
evinced an increasing anxiety to rdteve th« re- 
mainder of the gallant men under their charge. 

To facilitate this ol^ect, a rope was suspended 
from the extremity of the q>anker boom, along 
which the men were recommended to proceed, 
and thrice slide down by the rope into the boats. 
But as, from the great swell of the sea, and the 
constant heaving of the ship^ it w^s impdssilde 
for the boats to preserve their station for a 00^ 
ment ; those who adopted this course meaiMd 
so great a risk of swinging for some time in ite 
air, and of being repeatedly plunged tind«f iMMti 
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or dialled agai&fit tke sido of tke boots under-* 
neath, that many of the landsmen contiMied to 
tiaom themselves ofvt of the stern windows on 
the txppesr deck, preferring what appeared to me 
tiie nore precarious chance ofsneacfaing the boats 
by. swimmiiy* Rafts made of spars, hencoops* 
&& w«re also nfidered to be constructed, fov 
the twofold porpose of forming an iBtcfmediate 
cosamtimcatian with the boats, — a pHrpose, by 
the bye^ which they very imperfectiy answered,-^ 
and of aerring as a last point of retreat, should 
Ae farther extension of the flames o(»apel us to 
desert the vessel altogether. 

The. gcadual removal of the officers was at 
the same time commenced, and was marked by 
a discipline the most rigid, and an intnpidity 
the most efzemplary : none appeafring to be in** 
flttenced by a vain and ostentatious bravery, 
wUeb, ilk «cases of extr^oie peril, affords rather 
a presumptive .proof of secret timidity than ef 
fbrtitnde^ nor any betraying an unmanly or 
uasoldierlike impatience to qait iSke shipi but 
wnAh the beccmiing deportment of men neither 
ipaaalyaad h^. nor stupidly iasensibls to, the ao** 
..SBPMiiataig dangpra that encompassed theaei^ they 
pt|^|[vessiire]9&4^ptv^ed in the difiisrent boats wkh 
4h^ spJldier^.. They who happened to proceed 
I^NIW )fl<(ft$i«8 Mmi^ them « ezMi^i^e of cool- 
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ness, that could not be unprofitable to those who 
followed. 

But the finest illustration of their conduct 
was displayed in that of their chief, whose 
ability and invincible presence of mind, under 
the complicated responsibility and anxiety of a 
commander, husband, and father, were eminent* 
ly calculated, throughout this dismal day, to in- 
spire all others with composure and fortitude* 
Never for a moment did Colonel Fearon seem 
to forget, the authority with which his Sovereign 
had invested him, nor did any of his officers— ^as 
far as my observation went — cease to remember 
the relative situations in which they were seve* 
rally placed. Even in the gloomiest moments of 
that dark season, when the dissolution of everj 
earthly distinction seemed near at hand, the de- 
cision and confidence with which orders were 
issued on the one hand, and the promptitude 
and respect with which they were obeyed on the 
other, afibrd the best proofs of the stability a£ 
the well connected system of discipline establish- 
ed in the 31st regiment, — and the most unquca* 
tionable ground for the high and flattering coat^ 
mendation which His Royal Highness the Com«n 

mander-in-Cbief has been pleased to bestow up*- 
on it 

J should, however^ be guilty )of iiyustice ai|$| 
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«iikindness, if I here omitted to bear my humble 
.testimony to the manly behaviour of the East 
India Company's cadets, and other private pas- 
sengers on board, who emulated the best con- 
duct of the officers of the ship and of the troops, 
and participated with them in all the hardships 
4Bnd exertions of the day. 

As an agreeable proof too, of the subordina-^ 
tion and good feeling that governed the poor 
soldiers in the midst of their sufferings, I ought 
to state, that towards evening, when the melan- 
choly groHpes who were passively seated on the 
poQp, exhausted by previous fatigue, anxiety, 
and fasting, were beginning to experience the 
pain of intolerable thirst, a box of oranges was 
accidentally discovered by some of the men, who 
with a degree of mingled consideration, respect, 
and affection, that could hardly have beeti ex- 
pected at such a moment, refused to partake of 
the grati^ul beverage until they had offered a 
ahare of it to their officers. 

I regret that the circumstances under which 
1 write, do not allow me sufficient time for recalU 
ing to my recollection all the busy thoughts 
that engaged my own mind on that eventfal 
dflyy t>r the tarious conjectureii which I ventured 
to form of what was passing in the minds of 
odiers; 
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But one idea^ I remember, was f(»reibly sn^* 
gested to me, — that instead of being able to tracer 
amongst my nwnerous associates, that diversilgr 
of fortitude which I should have expected) m 
priofij would mark their conduct,«^forming, as 
it were, a descending series, frcnn the decided 
heroism exhibited by some, down to the lowest 
degree of pusillanimity and frenzy, discoT^»ble 
in others, — I remarked that the mental condi- 
tion of my fellow sufferers, was rather divided by 
a broad, but as it afterwards appeared, not impask 
sable line; <m the one side of which were rang»> 
ed all whose minds were greatly elevated by the 
excitement above their ordinary standard ; and 
on the other was to be seen iihe incalcuhibly 
smaller, but jcaare conspicuous ^ona^ whose 
powers of acting and thinking beoacoe absabitely 
paralysed, or were driven into delirium, hf Ois 
unusual character and pressure of the daoger. 

Nor was it uninteresting to observe the curious 
interchange, at least externally, of strength and 
weakness that obtained between those two dis* 
cordant parties, during the day» Some^ whose 
agitation and timidity had^ in the earU^ part of 
it, rendered them objects oi pity or contempt^ 
afterwards rose, by some great internal eitel» 
into positive distinction for the opposite qoali? 
jies ; whije others^ remarkable at £rst for catsfr* 
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ness and courage^ suddenly giving way^ without 
«Dy fresh cuse of despair, seemed afterward, 
to cast their minds as they did their bodies, 
prostrate before the danger. 

It irdre not difficult, perhaps^ to account for 
these apparent anomalies; but I shall content 
myself with simply stating the facts, adding to 
them one of a similar description that sensibly 
allected my own mind. 

Some of the soldiers near me having casually 
remarked that the sun was setting, I looked 
round, and never can I forget the intensity with 
which I regarded his declining rays. I had 
previously felt deeply impressed with the con-^ 
▼ietion that that night the ocean was to be my 
bed ; and had, I imagined, sufficiently realizied 
to my mind, both the last struggles and the con* 
sequences of death. But as I ccmtinued solemu* 
ly watching the departing beams of the sim, the 
diought that that was really the very last I should 
ever behdid, gradually expanded into reflections^ 
the most tremendous in their import.— Jt was 
not, I am persuaded, either the retrospect of a 
most unprofitable life^ or the direct fear of death 
tft of judgment that occupied my mind at the 
period I allude to ; but a broad, Ulimitable view 
(^ efenti^ itself, altogether abstracted from the 
misery or £dicity that flows through it, — a sort of 



so LOfSS OF THE K£KT« 

painless, pleasurekss, sleepless eternity* I know 
not- whither the overwhelming thought would 
have hurried me^ had I not speedUy seized, asi 
with the grasp of death, on some of those sweet, 
promises of the Gospel, which give to an inunor- 
tal existence its only charms ; and that naturally: 
enough led back my thoughts, by means, of the 
brilliant object before me^ to the contemplatiooi 
of that <^ blessed city, which hath no need of the^ 
sun, neither of the moon to shine in it ; for die 
glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lambisi 
the light thereof." 

I have been the more particular in recordii^ 
my precise feelings at the period in question^ 
because they tend to ccnfinn an opinion which 
I have long entertained, — in common, I believe^ 
with yourself and others, — that we very rarely 
realize even those objects that seem, in our every 
day speculations, to be the most interesting U> 
our hearts. We are so much in the habit of 
uttering the awful words-— Alm^Uy, heaven^ 
faell, eternity, divine justice, holiness, &c* with- 
out attaching to them, in all their magnitude 
the ideas of which such words are the symbols^ 
that we become overwfaeliped with much of the 
astonishment that accompanies a new and alarm* 
ing discovery, if, at any time, the ideas tbenir* 
selves are suddenly and forcibly impressed upon 
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us; and it is probably this yagaeness of concept 
tion, experienced eren by those whose minds are 
not altogether unexercised on the subject of re* 
Kgion, that enables others, devoid of all reflection 
whatever, to stand on the very brink of that pre- 
cipice, which divides the world of time from the 
regions of eternity, not only with apparent, bat 
frequently, I am persuaded, with real tranquilli- 
ty. How much is it to be lamented, that we do 
not keep in ibind a truth which no one can pre-' 
tend to dispute, that our indifference or blind- 
ness to danger, whether it be temporal or eter- 
nal, cannot possibly remove or diminish the ex- 
tent of it. 

Some time after the shades of night had en** 
veloped us, I descended to the cuddy, in quest of 
a blanket to shelter me from the increasing cold ; 
and the scene of desolation that there presented 
itself, was melancholy in the extreme. The place 
which, only a few short hours before, had been the 
seat of kindly intercourse, and of social gaiety, 
was now entirely deserted, save by a few miserable 
wretches, who were either stretched in irrecoyer- 
able intoxication on the floor, or prowling about, 
like beasts of prey, in search of plunder. The so- 
fyiSj drawers, and other articles of furniture, the due 
arrangement of which had cost so much thought 
and pains, were now broken into a thousand 
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fiec^a^ and scsllered^ ia- eoafiisioir aoMiid mew 
SkwM of tbe geese and otbor poidtryv escaped 
firom their Go^bBemeoty were ff^VMpg m Ae 
^iidd;. ; while a solitary pi^ waoderiog from its 
s^ in tbe forecastle^ was ranging at litf ga im 
undisturbed possession of the Kmsseb carped 
that covered one of tike eafaint. Glad to r^ire 
from a scene so cheerless and affectia^ and ren^ 
dered more disaodl hy the Mielie whicb- wtm^ 
oowig up from bdow, I retomed to tbe poop^ 
where I i^in fiaoBd CapteiR Cobb^ Colooel 
Fearony and the few officers that reauune^ su- 
perintendii^ with unabated zeal, the reBM>val of 
the rapidly diminishing sufferers, as the boats 
snecesaivdy arrived to carry them eSi. 

The alarm sffd kapati^ioe of the people in*^ 
creased in a high ratio a» the night adi^meed; 
and oar fears, aaikl the surrounding daxkness,. 
were fed as much by the groundless or exaggcr-* 
ated reports of tbe timidy as by the real and evi*» 
dent approach of the fg^ crisis itself* With a 
view to ansnre a greater probatnlity ^ being dis* 
covered by those ixk the boats^.some of the m^e 
collected and hardy. sobUers (for I tluidc almost 
all tbe sailors had akeady effected th^ escape) 
took the precaution to tie towels and such like 
articles round their heads^ previoustyto their 
committing themselves to the water. 
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Ab the boats were nearly three quarters of an 
honr absent between each trip, which period was 
necessarily spent by those in the wreck in a state 
of fearfal inactiYify»-«-abiuidant opportanity was 
aiflbrded for collecting the sentiments of many of 
the unhappy meKk around me ; some of whom, 
after remaining perhaps for a while in silent ab- 
straction, woidd suddenly burst forth, as if awak- 
ened from some terrible dream to a still more 
frightful realky, into a long train of loud and 
desponding lamentation, that gradually subsided 
into its farmer stillness* 

It was- during these trying intervate of rest^ 
that religious i^straction and consolation ap- 
peared to be the most irequired, and the most ac- 
ceptable. Some Acre were, accoidmgly, who 
endearoured to dkpense it agreeably ta the visi- 
ble wants imd feelings of the earnest hearers. 
On cme of those occasions, especially, the officer 
towbom I have already alluded^ was entreated 
to pray« I£s prayer was short, bat was fre- 
quently broken by the^ exclamations of assent to 
someof itf cenfessionsi, tbat were wrung from Ae 
afflicted hearts of his honest ««ditors. 

I know not in what manner, under those cir- 
enmstanees, spiritual hop^ or cemfort could have 
been rainEstered to my afflicted companions, by 
those who regard works, either wholly or partly,; 
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as the means of projntiatiag Dt?iae Justice^' 
ther than the evidence and fruits of that failh 
^hich pacifies the conscience and purifies the 
heart. But in some few cases^ at least, where 
the individuals deplored the want of time for 
repentance and good works, I well remember 
that no arguments tended to sooth their trouUed 
minds, but those which went directly to assure 
them of the freeness and fulness of that grace 
which is not refused, evGx in the eleventh hour, 
to the very chief of sinners. And if any of those 
to whom I now allude, have been spared to read 
this record of their feelings in the prospect of 
death,' it will be well for them to keep solemnly 
in mifkd the vows they tibten took up(»i theoTi^ 
and to seek to improve that season of probation 
which they so earnestly besought, and which fam^ 
been so mercifully extended to them,-^by hwrnn 
bly and incessantly applying for accessions of 
that faith which they are sensible removed the 
terrors of their awakened consciences, and can 
alone enable them henceforward to live in a som 
hsTf righteous, and godly manner,-^and Ihemby 
give the only nnquestionable proof <^ their low 
to God, and their interest in the great salvatba 
of his Son Jesus Christ. : <.j 

If, on reading this imperfect narrattr^ aagH 
persons beyond the immediate circle of my cooM 
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puiions in mkery, (for within it I can safely de*^ 
dftre thttt there were no indications of ridicule) 
should aflfect to despise^ as contemptible or nn- 
soldierlike, the humble devotional exercises to" 
which I have now referred, I should like to assured 
them, that, although they were undoubtedly com* 
menced and prosecuted, much more with an eter- 
.nal than a temporal object in view, yet they also 
subserved the important purpose of restoring or- 
der and composure amongst a certain limited 
class of the soldiers, at nuHuents when mere mi- 
litary appeals had ceased to operate with their 
wonted influence. 

I must state, that in generalj it was not those 
most remarkable for their fortitude who evinced 
either a precipitancy to depart, or a desbe t» 
remain very long behind — ^the older and cooler 
soldiers appearing to possess too much regnrd 
tor their officers, as well as for their individoal^ 
credit, to take their hasty departure at a very^ 
early period of the day, and too much wisdom 
and resolution to hesitate to the very last» 

But it was not till the dose of this mournful 
tragedy that backwardness, rather than impa* 
tience, to adopt the perilous and only means of 
escape that cffered, became generally disoenii*^ 
bleon the part of the unhappy renuumt still on 
boanl ;— -and that made it not only imperative on 
Captain Cobb to reiterate his threats, as well as 



86 LOSS OF TBE KEBiT. 

biS'ifftMslie^ tiai not aa instaiit akould be bmkf 
Wl: seeineil te^ raider it expedient Jar otte of tlie 
e&evs iif the tvoops,; vho kad: esifirdsscd hk n»- 
tentidn ofnemiiiiMn^ t» the* ksl, to^ Mmte^^ m tbn' 
beariag of those aroend famfr^itbe pvpiodof his 
owtL 9tay« Seeing honrever,. between nine end tttt 
oHJocfc, tbaibsoiiie individuals wei%coiisiuDi»{ptbe 
pi!0ci<iBs moments^ Igr obstinatisij' faesitataig ter 
pvoceed^ ^iidiileodii^s wemmaikiii|p l^eiiiadiiiissv*' 
ble request to be feweved down as^die^ women faadb 
beeo ; learning from die boatoieii- ifeatthe wrechr 
wUeh yfsB already nine op ten feett below the ot«« 
dinary water marb^ had sunk two feet lower dacv 
l^eir last trip ; and calculating^ besides^ that the 
two boats tAien under the sterny widi that whidff 
was in aighton ite retura frooK tiie bvigi weoic^ 
suffite fi>v the conveyance of ail wlio seesied! in » 
condition to remove ; the three remaining offisem 
of , the 31st regiment seriously psepai^ to talie 
their departure* 

Aft I cannot perhaps convey to* yon so eop^ 
reet an idea of the condition of others as by 
deseribing my own feelings and situation lub- 
der the same circomsitances^ J shall make m^ 
apdogy for detailing the manner of my indivi*' 
dual escape, which will sufikiently maiJE thai e< 
many hundreds that pieceded it. 

The spaBker boom of so large a Mp as Ae^ 
Kent, which projects,. I should think, 16 or liB^ 
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ftetonver tke stern,., rests oax cordinary oecastons 
atN>ist 19 or d€ feet abefve the^water; but in tbe 
positioB ki wbkdi we were placed, from the great 
height ofthe sea, and oonseqaeid; pitching of the. 
ship, it was freqwNidy lifted to a he^t not less 
than SA' or 40 ieet from the sur&eew . 

Toreaxdi the Ttjpey therefore, that hung from 
its' extremily,. Was an operation that seemed to 
require- the aid of ^ as much dexteritjr of hand 
as steadiness of beadr For it waa notvonljr 
the nesvoosness. of creeping along the boom it* 
self, dr the. extreme di£Eiealty of afierwarde 
seiadng on,^ and sliding down by the rop^ that 
we had to dread, and that bad occasioned 
the loss of some valuable lives^ by deterring 
them from adopting this mode of escape; but 
as the boat, which, the ' one moment was prb* 
baUy dose under the boom, mi^t be carried the 
next,, by tiie force of the waves, Id or 30 yarda 
away from it^ the unhappy individual, whose beat 
oalealations v»ere thus defeated, . was generally 
left swinging for some time in mid-^air, if he was 
not repeatedly phmged several feet mider water, 
or dashed with dangerous viofence against die 
sides of the returning boaty--«or what not unfin^ 
qnently happened, was £nrced to let go hia hold of 
the rope altogether. As there seimed, b^wevery 
nD^aUief native I did not hesitate, notwidiBtandaog 
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my comparative inexperience and ofikwmrdoess 
m such a situation^ to throw my leg across the 
periloas stick ; and with a heart extremely grate- 
ful that such means of deliverance^ dangerous as 
they appeared, were still extended to me; and 
more grateful still that I had been enabled^ in 
common with others, to discharge my honest 
duty to my sovereign and to my fellow men;— I 
proceeded, after confidently committing my i^i^^ 
rit» the great object of my solicitude, into the 
keeping of Him who had formed and redeemed it» 
to creep slowly forward, feeling at every step the 
increasing difficulty of my situation. On getting: 
nearly to the end of the boom, the young officer 
whom I followed and myself were met with ar 
squall of wind and rain, so violent as to make ua 
fain to embrace closely the slippery stick, with« 
out attempting for some minutes to make any 
progress, and to excite our apprehenaion that we 
must relinquish all hope of reaching the rope. 
But our fears were disappointed : and after rest*" 
ing for a little while at the boom end, while my 
companion was descending to the boat, which iie 
did not find until he had been plunged once od 
twice over head in the water, I prepared to fok 
low; and instead of lowering myself, as jxmnjf 
had imprudently dime, at the moment when the 
boat was inclining towards us^^^and consequenW 



LOSS OF THE KENT. *§ 

ly being unable to descend the v/ho]e distance 
before it again receded^-^*! calculated that while 
the boat was retiring I ought to commence mj 
descent, which would probably be completed by 
the time the returning wave brought it under* 
Death ; by which means I was almost the only 
officer or soldier who reached the boat without 
being either severely bruised or immersed in the 
water. But my friend Colonel Fearon had not 
been so fortunate : for after swinging for some 
time, and being repeatedly struck against the side 
of the boat, and at one time drawn completely un- 
der it; he was at last so utterly exhausted, that he 
must instantly have let go his hold of the rope 
and perished, had not some one in the boat seiz- 
ed him by the hair of the head and dragged hitn 
into it, almost senseless and dreadfully bruised. 
' Captain Cobb, in his immoveable resolution 
to be the last if possible to quit his ship, and in 
his generous anxiety for the preservation of every 
life entrusted to* his charge, refusied to seek the 
boat, until he again endeavoured to urge onward 
the very few still around him, who seemed struck 
dumb and powerless with dismay. But finding 
all his intreaties fruitless, and hearing the guns, 
whose tackle was burst asunder by the advancing 
flames^ successively exploding in the hold into 
which they badfaUenj — ^this gallant officer, after 
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having nobly pmrsued^ finf^ tbe pifeservalMiit cf 
ol^erS) a course of ^certidQ that has be^a ravdy 
equalled either in iUl deration of fifficulty^ at kst 
felt it right to ptoivide fer his own safet^^bj laf^ 
ing hold on the topping-lifty or rope tl»at connects 
the driver boom with tfae*misEen-ti^, and thereby 
getting over the heads of thein&tuated men' who 
occupied the beofo, unable to^ either badnvaxti 
or forward^, and ultimately' dropping himself' in^ 
to the water/ 

Th6 means of eseape^bowerer^ did not cease 
to be prl^ented to the unibrtunato indiiidtuds 
above referred to, long:i^ter Capfiaift CSobb lock 
his departure, — sinc^ one of the boats persevered 
in keeping its station under the Keiit's stern, not 
only after all expostulation and entlreaty with thdse 
on board had failed^ but untSl the flames^ ^burftt* 
ing forth from the cabin windows, rendered it 
impossible to remain, without inflitetiBg the grea** 
est cz'uelty on the individuals that manned itb 
But even on the return of the boat in qnestton to 
the Cambriay with the single^soldter who avaikd 
himself of it, did Captain Cook, with dharactetf^ 
Istic jealousy^ refuse to allow it taeome alimgside^ 
until he learned that it was commanded by die 
spirited youDg officer, Mr Thomsoni* whose in^ 

* I ought to slate that the exertions of IMr Muir, 3d matef 
were als6 noit conspicuous duiing tihe whole day. 
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defirtagable exertioiis during the ivhole day, were 
to bim a sufficient proo^ that all had been done 
tStak could be done for the deliverance of those 
infatuated men- But the same beneficent Pro^ 
vidence which had been so wonderfully exerted 
Sox the preservation of hundreds^ was pleased, by 
a still more striking and unquestionable display 
of power and goodness, to avert the fate of a 
portion of those few who, we had all too much 
reason to fear, were doomed to destruction. 

It would appear, for the poor men themselves 
give an extremely confused, though I am per- 
suaded not a wilfuUy false, account of themselves, 
that shortly after the departure of the last boat, 
diey were driven by the flames to seek shelter on 
the chains, where they stood until the masts fell 
osKerboard, to which they then clung for some 
hours, in a state of horror that no languid can 
describe ; until th^ were most providentially, I 
may say miraculously, discovered and picked up, 
by the humane master (Bibbey) of the <^ Can>- 
line," a vessel on its passage £r<Hn Egypt to Li- 
verpool, who happened to see the explosion at a 
gr^at distance, and instantly made all sail in the 
direcu<»i whence it proceeded. Along with the 
fourteen men thus miraculously preserved were 
three others, who had expired before the arrival 
of the Caroline for their rescue. 
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The men on their return to their regiment ex* 
pressed themselves in terms of the liveliest gi«.«- 
titude for the affectionate attentions they receiv* 
ed on board the Caroline, from Captain Bibbey^ 
who considerately remained till day-light dose 
to the wreck, in the hope that some others might 
still be found clinging to it; — an act of hmnamty 
which, it will appear on the slightest reflection^ 
would have been madness in Captain Cook, ia 
the peculiar situation of the Cambria, to have 
attempted. 

In reference to this last most melancholy por* 
tion of my narrative, I feel it extremely painiiil 
to be obliged to hazard an opinion, that if the 
whole cr^w of the Kent had put forth, from, the 
beginning, the same generous and seamanlske 
efforts which several of them undoubtedly did, 
the few soldiers who were thus left behind would 
most probably have been safely disposed of be* 
fore the advance of the flames or their own terror 
had incapacitated them, in the manner I have 
endeavoured to describe, from effecting their es- 
cape. But if, apart from this grievous consideiv 
ation, I only recollect the lamentable state of ex- 
haustion to which that portion of the crew were 
reduced, who unshrinkingly performed to the 
last their arduous and perilous duties,— and that 
out of the three boats that remained afloat, one 
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^as only prevented from sinking towards the 
close of the night, by having the hole in its bot- 
tdm repeatedly stuffed with soldiers' jackets; 
while the other two were rendered inefficient, 
the one by having its bow completely stove, and 
the second by being half filled with water, and 
t^e thwarts so torn as to make it necessary to lash 
the oars to the boat's ribs, — I must believe that, 
independently of the counteracting circumstances 
formerly mentioned, all was done that humanity 
could possibly demand, or intrepidity effect^ for 
the preservation of every individual. 

Quitting, for a moment, the subject of the 
wreck, I would advert to what was in the mean- 
time taking place on board the Cambria. I can- 
not, however, pretend to give you any adequate 
idea of the feelings of hope or despair, that al- 
ternately flowed, like a tide, in the breasts of the 
unhappy females on board the brig, during the 
many hours of torturing suspense in which seve- 
ral of them were unavoidably held, respecting the 
&te of their husbands ; — ^feelings which were in- 
conceivably excited, rather than soothed, by the 
idle and erroneous rumours occasionally convey- 
ed to them, regarding the state of the Kent* 
But still less can I atteippt to pourtray the alter- 
nate pictures of awful joy, and of wild distrac- 
tion, exhibited by the sufferers, (for both parties 
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for the moment seemed equally to suffer,) as the 
terrible truth was communicnted, that they asiA 
their children were indeed left husbendless tmd 
fatherless; or as the objects from whom they 
had feared they were for ever severed, suddenly 
rushed into their arms. . 

But these feelings of delight, whatever may 
hllve been their intensity, were speedily chasten- 
ed, and the attention of all arrested, by the last 
tremendous sp^tacle of destruction. 

After the arrival of the last boat, the flames, 
which had spread along the npper dedc and po<^, 
ascended with the rapidity of lightnmg to the 
masts and rigging, forming one general conftigra- 
tion, diat illumined the heavens to an immense dis« 
tance, and was strongly reflected on several objects 
on board the brig* The flags of distress, hoisted 
in the morning, were seen for a conMderaUe 
time waving amid the flames^ until the mastfii to 
which they were suspended succeBsively fell, lika 
stately steaks, over the ship's side. At last» 
about half^past one o'clock in the morning, the 
devouring element having communici^ed to the 
magazine, the long threatened explosion was seen, 
and the bla^dng. friagments of the once magni& 
cent Kent were instantly hurried, 13ie so many 
rockets, high into the air ; leaving, in the com* 
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parative darkness that succetded, the deatbfid 
scene of that disastrous day floating before the 
mind like some feverish dreanit* 

Shortly afterwards the brig^ wbteh had been 
gradually making sail, was mnning at the rate of 
nine or ten miles an hour tovards the nearest 
port. I would here endeavour to render my 
hnnbb tribute of admiration and gratitude to 
that gallant and excellent individual who, under 
6od, was undoubtedly .the chief instrument of 
oar deliverance; if I were not sensible that testi* 
mmiy has been already borne to his hermc and 
humane ^Ibrts, in a manner much more conh» 
mensurate wiA, and from quarters reflecting in- 
finitely greater honour upon his merits, than the 
feeble expressioius of them which I diould be able 
to record. I sbaU -therefore content myself with 
af>pending to this letter some of the gratifying 
testimonials to which I refer* But I trustyou will 
ke^ in mind, thatOaptain Cook's generous in* 
tentions and exertions must have proved utterly 
unavailing fop the preservation of so many lives, 
had they not been most nobly and unremittingly 
auppotted by those of his mate and cren^ *& v^U 
as of the numerous passengers^n board his brig* 
While the formet, only eight in number, were 

* The brig was about three milea distant from the Kent at 
tb» period of its eiqplosion. 
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usefully and necessarily employed in working the 
vessel, the sturdy Cornish miners and Yorkshire 
smelters, on the approach of the different boats^ 
took their perilous station on the chains, where 
they put forth the great muscular strength with 
which heaven had endowed them, in dexterously 
seizing, at each successive heave of the sea, on 
some of the exhausted people and dragging them 
upon deck. Nor did their kind anxieties terminate 
there. They, and the gentlemen tonnected with 
them, cheerfully opened their ample stores of 
clothes and provisions, which they liberally dis- 
pensed to the naked and famished sufferers;-^ 
they surrendered their beds to the helpless women 
and children, and seemed^ in short, during the 
whole of our passage to England, to take no other 
delight than in ministering to all oiir wants. 

Althou^, after the first btirfet of mutual gra- 
tulation, and of becoming acknowledgoieot of 
the Divine mercy, on account of our unlooked* 
fdr deliverance, had subsided, none of us felt 
disposed to much interchange of thought, each 
being rather inclined to wrap himself up in his 
own reflections; yet we did not, during this •first 
night, vidw with the alarm it warranted, the ex- 
treme mikery and danger to which tv^e wer^ stiH 
exposed, by being crowded together, in a gale of 
wind, with upwards of 600 human beingSj in a 
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small brig of 200 tons^ at a distance, too, of se« 
veral hundred miles from any accessible port.^ 
Our little cabin, which was only calculated, under 
ordinary circumstances, for the accommodation 
of eight or ten persons, was now made to contain 
nearly eighty individuals, many of whom had na 
sitting room, and even some of the ladies no room 
to lie down. Owing to the continued violence of 
the gale, and to the bulwarks on one side of the 
brig having been driven in, the sea beat so inces« 
swtly over our deck, as to render it necessary 
that the hatches should only be lifted up between 
the returning waves, to prevent absolute sufibca- 
tion bdow, where the men were so closely packed 
together, that the steam arising from their respira** 
tion excited at one time an apprehension that the 
vessel was on fire 5 while the impurity of the air 
they were inhaling became 60 marked, that the 
lights occasionally carried down amongst them 
were almost instantly extinguished. Nor was 
the condition of the hundreds who covered the 
deck, less wretched than that of their comrade^ 
below; since they were obliged night and day to 
stand shivering, in their wet and nearly naked 
statej anclie deep in water: — some of the older 
children and females were thrown into fits, while 
the inifants were pitifully crying fpr that nourish- 
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ment which their mirsing mothers were nq longer 
ftble to give them.* 

Our only hope, amid these great and accomu-' 
lating miseries, was» that the same oompassioiiafee 
Providence which had abready so mwryeUoUsfy 
interposed in our behalf would not pemit the 
wind to abate or change, until we reached some 
friendly port; for we were all convinced that a 
delay of a very few days longer at sea, niust in- 
evitably involve us in famine, pestilence, and a 
complicaticm of the most dreadful evUa« Our 
hopes were not disappointed* The gale oontir 
nued with even increasing violence ; and oor able 
Captain, crowding all sail at the risk of carrying 
away his masts, so nobly urged his vessel f^ 
ward, that in the afternoon of Thursday the 3d, 
the delightful exclamation from aloft was heard, 
<< Land a-head I" In the evening we descried 
the Scilly lights ; and running n^dly along the 
CJornish coast, we Joyfully cast anchor ia Fal^ 
mouth harbour, about half-past 12 o'clock an the 
following morning-t 

On reviewing the various proximate causes to 

* One of the soldiers* wives was dellveted of a child» about an 
hour or two after, her arrival on board the brig.— Both she and 
the child, who has unce reedTed the appropriaite fitane oTCanf- 
btiaf are dbiag well. 

f t. e. half an hour after midnight. 



I 
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ivbich so many human beings owed their deli- 
verance from a combination of dangers, as re- 
markable for their duration, as they were appai* 
Hng in their aspect, it is impossible, I think, not 
to discover and gratefully acknowledge, in the 
beneficence of their arrangement, the over-ruling 
providence of that blessed Being, who is some* 
times pleased, in his mysterious operations, to 
produce the same effects from causes apparently 
different; and on the other hand, as in our own 
case, to bring forth results the most opposite, from 
one and the same cause. For there is no doubt 
that the heavy rolling of our ship, occasioned by 
the violent gale, which was the real origin of all our 
disasters, contributed also most essentially to our 
subsequent preservation ; since, had not Captain 
Cobb been enabled, by the greatness o? the swell, 
to introduce speedily through the gun ports the 
immense quantity of water that Inundated the 
hold, and thereby checked for so long a time the 
fury of the flames, the Kent must unquestionably 
have been consumed, before many, perhaps be-* 
fore any of those on board could bave found 
shelter in the Cambria. 

But it is unnecessary to dwell on an insulated, 
fact like.tl>iS| e^midst a concatenation of cir^um^v 
stapces, all leading to the same conclusion, and 
so closely boupd, together as to force us to con- 
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fess, that if a single link in die chain had 'been 
withdrawn or withheld, we must all most pro- 
bably have perished. 

The Cambria, which had been, it seems, un- 
accountably detained in port nearly a month af- 
ter the period assigned for her departure, was, 
early on the morning of the fatal calamity, pur- 
suing at a great distance a-head of us, the same 
course with ourselves ^ but her bulwarks on the 
weather side having been suddenly driven in, by 
a heavy sea breaking over her quarter, 'Captain 
Cook, in his anxiety to give ease to his labouring 
vessel, was induced to go completely out of his 
course, by throwing the brig x)n the opposite 
tack, by which means alone he was brought '!& 
^iight iof us. Not to dwell on the unexpected, but 
not unimportant facts, of the dames having been 
mercifully prevented, for eleven hours, from ei- 
ther communicating with the magazine forward,"* 
or the great spirit room abaft, or even coming 
into contact with the tiller ropes, — any of which 
circumstances would evidently have blasted all 
our hopes, — I would remark, that until the Canfi- 
bria hove in sight, we had not discovered any 
▼essel whatever for several days previous; titdr 
did we afterwards see another until we enterra 

* The V^f^g^xWp in many of the Indiamaix contnrj. 1 b«» 
^ewe, to ^he practice in ships of war, ia under* the facecMuia; '^ 



jthe,€}iops of the lyh^nt^eU It is to be i^emem- 
bi^red too, that had the Cambria, with her sn?all 
crew, been homeward instead of outward boupd, 
her scanty remainder of provisions, un<|er i^uch 
circumstances, would hardly have sufficed to form 
a single meal for dpr vast assemblage ; or ij^ in- 
stead of having he^ lo)wrer deck completely clear, 
she bad been carrying out a full cargo, there 
would not hare been time, under the pressure of 
the danger and the violence of the, gale, to throw 
the cargo overboard, and certainly, with it, pot 
sufficient space in the brig to contain one half 
of our number. 

When I reflect^ besides, on the disastrous con*- 
seqiiences that must have followed, if, during.our 
passage home, which was perforn^ed in d. period 
most unusually short, the wind had either veefeS 
round a few points, or even partially subsic^ed, 
irbicb must have produced a scene of horror g^ 
J>Qaj*d, more terrible if possible than that from 
^hich we had escaped ; — and above all, wheii 1 re*- 
.^plle<?ttheextraordinary fact, and that which seems 
^^.hfve the most forcibly struck the whole pf lis, 
j^^t we had not been above an hour in F^lipdiitb 
j^arbour when the wind, which, bad atl ajonjjf been 

round to the opposite quarter of the compass, 
^'^M^Jifu^^'Jiiittt^rruptedly foi' ^^Wffi^af Mays 
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afterwards to blow strongly from the north-easl^; 
—one cannot help concluding^ that he who sees 
nothing of a Divine Providence in our preserva- 
tion, must be lamentably and wilfully blind << to 
the majesty of the Lord." 

As little time as possible was lost, after our 
arrival at Falmouth, in reporting to Colonel 
Fenwick, the Lieutenant-Governor of Pendennis 
Castle, the deplorable circumstances tinder which 
we had returned to port, and the urgent neces- 
sity there existed for our instant removal ashore; 
and with the tender sympathy which character- 
ises that old and distinguished officer, did he 
hasten, long before day-light, to take steps for 
the disembarkation and comfort of the troops and 
sailors. Captain King, R«'N., to whose kind 
anxieties and active exertions we had also much 
reason to feel indebted, as soon as our condition 
was communicated to him, called into immediate 
requisition the numerous boats at his disposal; 
and in the course of the morning, we all pre- 
pared, with thankful and joyful hearts, to replace 
our feet on. the shores of old England. 

The ladies, always destined to form our van- 
guard were the first to disembark, and were met 
on the beach by immense crowds of the inhabit- 
ants who appeared to have been attracted thi- 
tbev lesftby idle curiosity^ than from the sincerest 
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desire to alleviate in every possible manner tbeir. 
manifest sufferings. 

The sailors and soldiers, cold, wet, and almpst 
naked, quickly followed ; the whole forming, in 
their haggard looks and the endless variety of 
their costume, an assemblage at once as melan* 
choly and grotesque as it is possible to conceive. 
So eager did the people appear to be to pour 
out upon us the full current of their sympa&iest 
that shoes, hats, and other articles of urgent ne» 
cessity, were presented to several of the officers. 
and men, before they had even quitted jhe point 
of disembarkation. And in the course of the 
day, many of the officers and soldiers, and aU 
most all the females, were partaking, in the pri* 
vate houses of individuals, ofthe most liberal and 
needful hospitality. 

But this flow of compassion and kindness did' 
not cease with the impulse of the more imme- 
diate occasion that had called it forth. F<»r a 
meeting of the inhabitants was afterwards held, 
where subscriptions in clothes and money to a 
large amount, were collected for the relief of the 
numerous sufferers. The women and children, 
whose wants seemed to demand their first care, 
were speedily furnished with comfortable cloth- 
ing, and the poor widows and orphans with des- 
cent mourning. Depositories of shirts, shoes, 



dffibers atid private passengers ^ and the siekaisA 
Wdjtndiea* in the hospital, were midte' the ¥e- 
f^i|)ient^, net only of all those kindly attentions^ 
arid Tn^dieai assistance, that could tend to remove 
ot^ soothe their temporal suffering, but were also 
invited to partake freely of the most judicious 
spltftti&l consolation and instruction. Iliis. un- 
i^tefydpted march of charity was conducted by 
ibe Ladles? of Falmouth, who were zealously ac^ 
companied'on it, by the whole body, in the vici- 
nity, of th^t peculiar sect of Christians, who have 
ever been as remarkable for their unassuming 
pretensions and consistent conduct, as for un- 
o^tei^ta^tiously standing in the front rasks di 
every good work. Andsostrongisthereasonwhidi 
I, in particular, have to associate in my mind, all 
that 18 sincere, considerate, and charitable^with th^t 
^eiety of Friends, that the very badge of Qua* 
kerism wiU, I trust, henceforward prove a suffi* 
dent passport, to the best feelings of my heaK^- 

On the first Sunday after our arrival, Col€>nel 
^earon, followed by all his officers and men, BfiA 
accompanied by Captain Cobb, and the offioewn 
and private passengers of his late ship, hasten^ 

* Many of the officers and men were sererely bniised^ in die 
course of their exertions on board the Kent, or in endeaTOuriB|^ 
to effect their tecape. \' ..r^n. 



tpif)«9s^i^f^thejB9s«lT0» .Wore the throQ^H9£j(hf 
liwvmdy grace, to pour out the public ^pi)^ 
sion pf their tbwksgiviog to their Alm^b^^^Pr^* 
jserver* The scene vas deeply wpres«ive ; ^^fid 
it isf eari^e^tly to be hoped, that many ap9or4jP|V* 
low who li3tenedy perhaps fpr the first tifX9^,i^)^i^ 
life with unquestionable sincerity and bufiuUfy^tp 
the voice of instruction, will be found , ^te^ily 
prosecuting, iu the strength of God^ the.gpod r.^ 
solutions that he may on that spl^jx pccpisiQii 
l)a.v,e formed, until he be able to s^y, as on^,of 
tb^ greatest gepigrals of antiquity did, ^^ that it 
was- good fpr \i\m to have been afflictedj>. for l^e^ 
fpire.he was afBicted, he went astray, but jtjb.^.^ 
Iterwards be was not ashamed to keep, Op^'s 
wprd," .../.»: 

Jn the course of a few days, the privat|& jpaf- 
sengers and most of the i^ailors of our party, were 
dispersed in various directions : such of the .c^^ 
pf the Kent as had not, by their previously. inl^i|- 
inane and insubordinate conduct, forfeited, ^i 
-dai^ to the slightest indulgence, having rec^iyed 
irpm the proverbial liberality of Captain Cpbb, 
n sufficient sum to bear their expenses to their 
;ir^pective homes. And the troops, after having 
incurred to the excellent inhabitants of Falmouth 
""abd tlie adja^eiifit towns, a debt of c^ratitude lii^hich 
none of them can ever hope to r^pay,. were ,en)« 
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barked on the 13th for Chatbaini where they are 
at present enjoying, thmugh the kind Gonsidem-*-- 
tion and sympathy of His Royal Highness the 
Commander^ in* Chief, that degree of relaxation 
and qaiet, of which they seem so much to stand 
in need, previously to their proceeding to their 
ulterior destination. 

Notwithstanding the unexpected length to 
which I have already extended this little narra* 
tive, I cannot allow myself to close it without 
offering to my late companions on board the 
Kent, into whose hands it may possibly fall, 
should you see meet to publish it, a few yery 
plain and simple observations, which I think wor- 
thy of their serious consideration, and the im* 
portance of which I desire to have deeply im- 
pressed upon my own mind. None of those 
soldiers who are in the habit of reading their 
Bibles can have failed to notice that faith in Je- 
sus Christ, the Son of God, is therein made the 
great pivot on which the salvation of man hinges ; 
that the whole human race without distinction of 
rank, nation, age, or sex, being justly exposed 
to the wrath of Almighty God, nothing but the 
precious blood of Christ which was shed on the 
cross- can possibly atone for their sins; and that 
faith in this atonement can alone pacify the con- 
science, and awaken confidence towards God as 
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a reconciled Father. If tfaereforei "He dittt 
bdieveth in Christ shall be saved, and he that 
beliereth not shall be damned," be the iinequi-> 
vocal language of Jehovah, either expressly de- 
clared, or obviously implied in every page of that 
record which he has vouchsafed to us of his Son ; 
is it not a question of the deepest concernment 
to every one professing any regard for divine re- 
velation, whether he really understands and be- 
lieves that record, or whether he is able to give,* 
not only to others bat to himself, a reason (tf this 
hope that is in him ? 

From the influence of education or example, 
the absence of serious reflection, an attention 
to the outward ordinances of religion, a regard 
to many of the proprieties and decencies of life, 
and a forgetfdlness that the religion of the Bible 
is a religion of motives rather than one of obser- ' 
vances,— -minds easily satisfied on such subjects 
may persuade themselves that they are spirit- 
ually alive while they are dead, — ^that they are 
amongst the sincere disciples of the blessed Re- 
deemer, and fully interested in his salvation, 
while they may have neither part nor lot in the 
matter. But if^ at the hour of death, when all 
external support shall slide away, the soul should 
be awakened to the consciousness of its real 
condition ; if it should be made to see, on tho 
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dftbe divine law, and be quickened^ oiA llieotMr^ 
to ka sense of its uimambered traiiagres$i0iiii; 
^ifuhe mercy of God out of Cbrkt, in whicbijo 
imspyvamlj and vaguely trust, should become 
pboouved by the inflextUe justice and spotless 
f bdiness pf bis eharacter ; and' if the solitary spi« 
vity'as it is'dri^ged towards the mysterious {mto- 
:dp]oei is made to hear, from a voke which it 
xdn * no :l«igep mistake, *^ Cursed is ev^yone 
wild ecmtiDueth not in all things that arewrittsii 
in the law to do them," — ^how unspeakaUy mo- 
^'serahle must be the condition of the man ^ho 
thus discovers, for the first time, thai the. sand 
wdftich be had all his lifetime been mistahiflg 
ibr the ^< Rock of ages," is now giving way vo- 
der his feet, and that his soul must speedily;8iak 
into that state where ^^ the tree for ever lieth^as 
it'^^iietfa f where ^* he that. is unjust mustJbe un^ 
^1 still, he that is unholy^ unholy^still )"• and 
wfaeve there is <^ no work^ nor device, nor knowu 
kdge," nor repenianoe. -f 

, Bttt that I may not be misunderstood)<M!^*li% 
supposed to favour principles of barren speonlt^ 
tion, more delusive and dangerous .to their piiSh 
sessors, and to the best interests of society, >ibii& 
absolute ignomnce itself,*— I i^onld remtnd^tfce 
.gallant men to whom I am now more espe<^idlSr 



iiddffcdsmg nqriaelil ^at ** that &kh wbiob amts 
(duiMSoaU" not only ^ wofketh'' inyeriably t< .by 
fanrey" and gradually *^ overcometh thewttrld*'' 
but that' << it is the gift of God/' implamtod iiiithe 
heart by his Holy l^irit, even by that^^fipirit 
which is freely given to every one that eameftly 
asfceth. And lK>\rever unable die simple aoUier 
may be to explain either the nature or theiiQaa* 
;ner of its operation, he must not deceive himself 
MiAo the persuasion that he is possessed of this 
precious grace, unless he feels it brii^ing foi^ 
inihis;li& and conversation the abundant fruits 
that necessarily spring from it, and thatcaimot 
indeed be produced without it • He wiUii be 
jMfllous and steady in the performance <o£ duty, 
piitient under fatigue and privation, sobariamid 
temptations, calm but firm in the hour of « dad* 
geiv and respectfully obedient to his officers ; hb 
will. honour his king» be content with his wages» 
and do harm to no man. His piety will be ardent 
but sober; his prayers will be earnest and fr»^ 
quent, but rather in secret tjian before men ; he 
^ili opt be contentious or disputatious, hut ra- 
4hert desirous of instructing others by bis exam«^ 
pk) than by his precepts ; making his light so 
^sbiae before jthem, in the simplicity <^ his mor 
Jlvcli^^ho uprightness of his actions^in his readi* 
^Mft to ob^geiapd by ih^ whole tmimi&f his life» 
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that they seemg 'hk good wdrkfi;, may be kd, by ^ 
the Di?ine blessing, to acknowledge the reality > 
and power and beauty^of religioA, and bevnduesd 
in like manner to glbrify his heavenly Fathen in*. 
shorty in comparidon with hid thoughtless 6<nn^ 
rades, be mnst not only ai^ire to become a better 
man, but from the constraining motives ^ the 
Gospel, struggle to be also in every essential 
respect a better soldier* 

In conclusionj I would observe, that if any 
class of men, mote than another, ought to be 
struck with awe and gratitude by the goodness 
and providence of God, it is they who go down 
to the sea in ships, and see his wonders in the 
great deep ; or if any ought to familiarise their 
minds with death, and its solemn consequences^ 
it is surely soldiers, "whose very business Jt is 
to die." May all those then, especially, who late^ 
ly possessed the privilege, bat rarely granted, of 
being allowed, in the full vigour of health, and in 
the absence of all the bustle and excitement of 
battle, to contemplate, from the very brink of 
eternity, the awful realities that reign within it^ 
as many of their departing comrades were hur- 
ried through its dreaded portals> be nowled, 
in the respite which has been given them, to 
remember that this alone is the accepted time 
and this the day of salvation; for while «o«n^ 
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may defer the subject ^< to a more convenient sea- 
son," the message may come forth, as it lately 
did, at an hour when it is least expected, ^' This 
night thy soul is required of thee." 

I am. 
My dear E — , 

Very affectionately yours, 

SERVATUS, 

London, AprU, 1825. 
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APPENDIX. 



LIST OF THE NUMBER LO&T IN THE DESTBUCTIOJT 

07 THE KENT. 

Men. Women. Children. 
Slst Regiment^ ... 54 1 20 

8e«nen» • • . . 1 -^ & Marine Boyu 



TotaV . . 5& 1 25=82 indiridualt. 



LETTER FROM CAPTAIN COOK TO HIS AGENTS* 

3rig Cambria, Falmouth, March 4t, I825« 
Messrs Wic Beoab & Son8> Agents to Uoyd*s. 
Gentlemen, 

Yon are aware of my leaving this port on the 24th alt. witk 
IMMsengers and goods for Mexico, and I beg to acquaint you of 
my return here this morning, at I a. m. under the following cir- 
cumstances i-'^ 

On Tuesday last, the 1st instant, being then in latitude 47* 
90', and longitude 9* 45', laying to with a strong gale from 
the westward, under a close-reefed main top^sail, we discovered 
a Urge sail to the westward} and on approaching, found her to 
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hare a signal of distress flying iHiicii induced me immediatelj 
to render every assistance in mj power, and on neaiing, fband 
ber to be on fire. About 3 p. m. being tben on ber bow, we 
succeeded in getting tbe first boat from tbe Tessel, wbicb proved 
to be the Hon. Company's ship Kent, Cq»tain Cobb, of 1400 
tons, for Bengal and China, with troops and passengers, amonnt- 
ingy with the crew, to 637 souls. From 3 to 8 p. x. the boats 
were constantly employed in bringing the people to the Cambria, 
and succeeded in saving 301 officers, non-commissioned ditto, 
and privates, of the 31st regiment, 46 women and 48 diildren 
appertaining to ditto, 19 male and female private passengers, and 
Captain Cobb, and 139 of the crew, amounting in all to 554. 
The flames now becoming exceedingly fierce, I could not urge 
the sailors again to retam to the ship, nor deem it at all prudent, 
for the preservation of the lives already on board my vessel, to 
remain longer near the Kent, expecting her instantly to blow 
up. By accounts since made up, it is supposed that 64 soldiers, 
1 woman, 21 childreD, and 4 of the crew, were left when Capt. 
Cobb quitted the vessel, whose conduct during the trying occa- 
sion is beyond my humble praise, displaying the greatest cool- 
ness and intrepidity ; and by his exertions, and those of Colonel 
Fearon, the commander of the troops, who were the last to quit, 
the women, children, and passengers were got into the boats, 
and they did not leave themselves, until their influence to induce 
any more to go into them was useless. At 2 a. m. the Kent 
blew up, after -being completely enveloped in flames for fbMt 
hours previous.— The fire originated in the aifter-hold, where 
spirits were stowed for the use of the troops, a cask of wHeh 
breaking adrift and bursting, the contems were unfortuimtely 
ignited by a candle in a lantern. 

I feel the greatest gratification in stating, that tfa6 gentlemen 
aftd their Cornish miners, in all 36, with my own crew, 1 1 tavfte, 
behaved throughout the trying period with the greatest kindness, 
in getting the people from the boats, soothing their sufferings, 
giving up their own clothes and beds to the women and children, 
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volunteering to go into the boats, (wliieh I had good reason to 
prevent,) and leaving nothing undone to make them as comforts 
able as the limited size of my brig would allow (only 200 tons.) 
It would be pleasing, also, could I speak as highly of the crew 
of the Kent ; but I cannot refrain from expressing my great dia» 
ajvpointment of their conduct, (in which I am .borne out by Capt.- 
Cobb,) derogatory |n every. respect to the generally received cba» 
racter of a British seaman, by refusing to return to the Kent f&t 
&e people after the first trip, and requiring my utmost exertions' 
and determination to compel them to renew their endeavours ta 
get out the soldiers, passengers, and the remainder of their ow» 
idiipmates who were left behind ; and it was only by using coer- 
cive measures, in conjunction vrith my own crew and passengen^ 
and telling them I would not receive them on board unless they 
did so, that they proceeded, though reluctantly, in their duty. I 
must, however, except the officers, particularly Mr Thomson, 
fourth mate, and Mr Phillips, tlie boatswain, whose conduct and 
bdiaviour, in^very respect, justifies my warmest praise. 

It may not be «niss to state, that two hours after the ship 
blew up, n Soldier's wife was delivered of a fine boy on board 
the Cambria, and both mother and child are doing well. 

I remain, 

Gemtlemsn, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. COOK. 



LETl'ER FROM THE OFFICERS OF THE 31ST REGI- 
MENT AND PRIVATE PASSENGERS TO CAPTAIN 
COBB. 

Falmouth, March 6, 1825. 
Deae Sir, 
W£ tlie undersigned, officers of the Slst regiment, andprivata 
passengers on board the Hon. East India Company's late ship 



69 ATi^ifPPI^ 

l^eaW uader 3F0iir comiaaiidy deeply ^wpnwiffd bjr tbf wjgnm} jui- 
tMpositioa of Divine Piovideope in rosfining mir persons. fi|ip 
4ie two destructiTe elements to which so many of our shipmalet 
hAYe lately fallen victims, oumot separate tp proceed to our ,ve- 
tpectiTe destinations, without perfonning an act, dictated rather 
by palpable justice than by partial friendship, in recoiding soiot 
ji p tesa i on of our lively gratitude to you. Sir, as a powerful in- 
strument employed by Almighty God, for the preservation not 
only of our own lives, but of those of our beloved ^unities, and 
of the gaUant men with whom many of us stand so cloaely 



From the moment that the alarming announcement of file waa 
given, you remained steadily at your post, directing the efforfa 
of those around you with a degree of self-possession and ability, 
which equally contributed to animate their exertions, and to ex- 
tend'tfae means of escape to the numerous human beings con^ 
mitted to your charge. 

. Zf those qualities, so conspicuous in your conduct diming^he 
whole period of our awful suspense, were observed to chan^ 
tlieir complexion, from moment to moment, it was by their a*- 
.Sliming a loftier and nobler character as tiie '"^ro'Hf^Cff of our 
danger increased ; and amid the vain couQsel of some, and the 
noisy and conflictiog suggestions of many on board, n^e could 
not but admire how calmly but promptly you improve4 every 

■r 

^portunity of preserving your ship, which the varying drcunv 
Stances of our situation presented ; how humanely and affection- 
ately you lent your personal aid and valuable counsel in early 
jBapnoving from the scene of destruction, the numerous helpl^ 
women and children belonging to the troops : and how ol^ti- 
nately you adhered to your vessel until every individual, wj^kom 
.despair did not incapacitate from attempting their e|Kap^, Jha^ 
quitted it. ^ 

If our sense of gratitude to you for these signal services did 
not abaorii f^r the present every other feeling, we should derive 
mfeigned pleasure from dwelling largely on ouf 9b!%*^l$9'\'f* 



j^tk f6rybikr unobtmiijlvt tet iubstantial kindnesrtd iitf^dilftiig 
6tir '^tay on board, as well as for your considerate and libofil 
letention to the wants and conveniences of eY^^ t^e bumble 
iiidi^idual pldced under your protection. 

Mfbether, therefore, yo^ return immediately to. prafeftsion«i 
^ployment, or retire for a time to private life, you must rest 
assured that you carry along with you the sincerest good wishes^ 
imd the liveliest gratitude of, '^3 

Dear Sir, 
' ' " Tour very faithful friends and servants. 

(Signed by the Military Officers and private passengers.) - 



\ <?APTAIN COBB's reply. 

^^ ' '-^ Albany^ London, March 8, l%tb, • 

My dear Sib, 

^ '^^B kind and by far too flattering letter, put into my hands at 
die moirient I was leaving Falmouth, by Capt. Sir Cbarks FilfL. 
riVigton, demands my instant and grateful acknowledgm^MWi 
Although I should be wanting in g^od feeling indeed, did I iMH 
fully appreciate the approbation of such friends, who in the txS6» 
fnent of severe trial, stood forward so manfully to meet it, I bave 
hotthe vanity to think otherwise than that personal friendship, 
and being mutual fellow. sufferers, your feelings have led*y4% 
Very nrach to overwrote my endeavours to do my duty. A Imly 
and tbai/kful recollection of the support and assistance I ridivM 
'ilVom you all on that occasion, I shall ever cherish with the Mii 
feelings of my heart, and carry with me to the grave, I ardent- 
ly aik'd sincerely hope there is some good in store to recompense 
ytm fai'Bome measure for past misfortunes, and in that eametl 
hope let me subscribe myself, 

"**'*'' Tour obliged friend, 

. r.b'.iA. u . H €OBB. ' 
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LETTEK FROM THE OFFICERS QF THE SlST REGI- 
MENT, OFFICERS OF THE KENT, AND PASSEN- 
GERS, TO CAPTAIN COOK. 

Sib, 

It is with feelings to which no langnage can do justice, that 
we, the nndersigncd officers of die 3Ist regiment, and private 
passengers on board, and officers belonging to the Honootable 
the East India Company's late ship Kent, attempt the gratify- 
ing duty of pouring out the inadequate, indeed, but unfeigned 
expressions of our liTcliest gratitude, for the signal, the immea- 
surable obligation we owe you, as the willing instrument em- 
ployed by the Father of Mercies, for the preservation finom de- 
struction, of hundreds of lives, invaluable to dieir fiunilies, and 
not uninteresting, we trust, to their country. 

At a time when the awful dispensation, with which it pleased 
an adorable but mysterious Providence to visit our ship, had as- 
fumed an aspect so appalling and hopeless, as to exclude firom 
the most sanguine minds every prospect of deliverance; and 
vrhen even the most audacious and unreflecting amongst us wcva 
compelled to read, as distinctly, in the signs around them, as if 
it were written with a sun-beam, ^< This night thy soul shall ba 
required of thee,"-— that God, *' who in the midst of judgmoit 
remembereth mercy,** had designed your bark as an ark of re- 
foge for us, and had commissioned you. Sir, to the high and bo^* 
nourable duty of opening the door to tdke us in. 

At the present moment especially, when our minds are pecu- 
liarly humbled and affected by the unmerited goodness of Him, 
" whose wonders we have so recently seen in the great d^ep ;*^ 
and while we are lamenting the premature and sudden bereave- 
ment of so many gallant men, bound to most of us by ties which 
sailors and soldiers can only fully appreciate^ it would ill becomr 
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us, by conferring undue commendation upon a fellow mortal, to 
rob our heavenly Deliverer of any portion of the praise and the 
glory that belong to him alone ; but in our solicitude to cherish 
a permanent sense of devout gratitude to the fountain of aU 
good, we persuade ourselves that we are permitted at the same 
time to express our honest admiration of your conduct, as the 
channel by which this goodness has been made to flow upon us ; 
-—for whether we reflect on the promptitude with which you 
bcMre down to us, in answer to our signal of distress, or on the 
skill and heroism you displayed in effecting our deliverance, for- 
getting, with a noble disinterestedness, the peril in which you 
thereby involved your own vessel; whether we remember the 
extraordinary perseverance and anxiety with which you watched 
and adhered to our burning ship, until the last ray of hope seem- 
ed to be quenched in the darkness that succeeded its explosion $ 
or wiiether we dwell on the humanity and hospitality we expe4 
xienced during our sojourn with you, or on the abih'ty and deci- 
sion with which you steered us, under the most critical circunw 
stances, into a most friendly port ; we cannot help regarding 
you as eminently possessed of the numerous qualities that adorn 
and characterise a British seaman. 

Fully sensible, however, that no temporal remuneration can 
liquidate the debt we have incurred to you, we shall not vainly 
presume to estimate it by any pecuniary compensation ; but we 
trust you will allow us l^e gratification of presenting you with 
a piece of plate commemorative of an event that will hencefor- 
ward enable you to lay your head upon your pillow, with the 
sweet consciousness of having performed a brilliant achievement, 
that has brought unmixed joy Into the bosom of many a grateful 
family. 

We cannot take leave of you, Sir, without exju'essing our sin- 
cerest acknowledgments to Mr ConoUy, your mate, in particu- 
lar, and to your crew generally, who so eagerly and indefatiga. 
bly supported your efforts ; and we trust that Mr Conolly will 
accept of the trifling mark of our gratitude whicfi will accompa- 
ny that designed for yourself. 
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To Mes«n Lucas and Parker, and lo.Uic other gendemen on 
board jour vessel, we beg you will convey our -warn i eat thanks 
for their individual benevolence and unweaiiedness in admini*^ 
tering to all our wants ; and we should be giMltv of a most nn^ 
pardonable omission if we refrained from confessing how deeply 
we if^l indebted to the brave and kind-hearted Cornish minen^ 
who were proceeding with you to prosecute thdr industrious 
•ailing in another hemisphere, for the very conspicuous and ho^ 
nourable part they bore on the calamitous occasion in question, 
and for the various important services ihqy gratuitously render- 
ad to us on our passage to Falmouth, 

That yourself and our Other benefactora belonging to the 
Cambria may be carried in safety to your dist^t destination, 
•nder tha Divine protection, and that yon may -unceasingly en- 
joy , fw large measure of that consolation and gladness whii^ 
you have been the means of imparting to |}ther^ is the siacer* 
prayer o^ 

Your most gratefiil Sery^ts^ 
k. B. FEARON, Lt.-Col. 3]s$ Foot. 
H. COBB, Commander Hon. C. late ship Kent. 

D. MCGREGOR, Major aist Regt. 

J. SEXTON, Chief Office H. C. & Kent. 

C. FARRINGTON, Capt. 31s( Regt. 

E. W. BRAT, Capt. 31st Regt^ • *^ T 
W. M. BOOTH, Lieut. 31st Regt • ' 

D. PRINGLE, Private Passenger. 
X GRANT, Do. 

«. SHUCKBURGH, Do. 
J. HAT, 2d Officer H. C. late ship Kent. 
R M<iNTOSH, Surgeon, Xk>. 

^^. - *JB^ CRAMMOND, Asst. Do. Do. 
-JOHN THOMSON, 4th Qm^.^J^ 
qEA. M<RA£, 5tb Ottcev .,. ^ J^tiW 
1 . v'j-u .^©. MUIR, 3d OfllwKiv , ^.Ti>.^©l!Hii e^bitf 
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- . T. ^ BtRCtf, Private Paisenger. 
''' ' R. C. GREEN, Capt. Slst Rcgt ' 

** A. DOUGLASS, Lieut. 3Ut Regt. *^ 

J. SPENCE, Capt. Do. 

RONALD CAMPBELL, Lieut. Do. '; 

Rj TOWNSEND, M.D. Private Passenger. ' 

G. RUXTON, Lieut. 31st. Regt. " • 

J. W. WATiSRS, Quar. Master, Do. 

— HATCHEtT, Private Passenger. 

,- SCRIVEN, H. C. lAte sliip Ketil. ' '" 

H. EVANS, Ensign 31st Regt 
' THOS. TAIT, Do. Dd. 

E. H. GENNYO, Lieut. D6. 

€ttAS. SHAW, Lieut, and Adjt Do. ^ 

E.S; GRAHAM, M.D. Asst. Surgeon Do.> . 
' - - A.SHAW, Ensign Do. '- ' 

T. TIG HE, 6th Office- H. C. ship Kent. ^^ ^ 

ANTHY. TRAIL, Midshiptoan Dd. 
' W. C. BROWN, Purser Dd. 

W. CORP, Midshipman Do. 

R. ELTON, Do. Do. 

GEO. BALDWIN, Lieut. 31st Re|^. 

RICH. MONK, Paymaster Do. 

B. DODGIN, Lieut. Do. 

Ta Ctq>t» W. Cookf cotnmanding the Camhrta 
Brig, Ftdmauth Harbour. 



CAPTAIN XJOOK'S REt*l^V. ' 

Wrm^Helings of 'diifc^rA gnititude, I it^ leave to acknowi 
kdga tM Receipt of your ti^ly viduabk Icltei^of the atb iimC. 



72 APPENDIX. 

Permit me to assure you» that if any thing could possibly add to 
the gratification I already experience, it would be this Tery flat- 
tering testimony of your esteeBi»*->to me, of infinitely greater 
Talue than any pecuniary compensation whatever^ and which has 
been presented to me with feelings so highly creditable to your- 
selrefl^ as men and Christians,— feelings which, I trust, I truly 
appreciate, and shall always cherish. According to your re- 
quest^, Gentlemen, I have communicated your grateful acknow« 
ledgments to Messrs Lucas and Parker, and the other gentlemen 
on board, as also to Mr Conolly, the mate, and the crew of the 
Cambria ; and I am sure that they are all, with myself, highly 
gratified with the very flattering manner in which you have been 
pleased to cotice the humble services, which it has pleased the 
all-wise Disposer of events to enable us to render to so many of 
our fellow-creatures, and for which I shall not cease to offer up 
my grateful acknowledgments at the throne of grace. 

Before I take my leave of you. Gentlemen, I beg you will 
accept of my best wishes for your welfare ; and, whether you are 
employed in the honourable profession of arms, or in the hum- 
ble, but no less honourable pursuits of private life, may that 
God, whose almighty arm has been so miraculously stretched out 
for your deliverance, still aid and support you ; and may each 
and all of you be long spared to ornament your several profes- 
sions, and to participate, in the bosom of your families, of every 
domestic comfort. With these sentiments, I beg leave to sub- 
scribe myself. 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) W. COOK. 

To Lieut.-Col. Fearon, and Officers of the 
Slit Regiment, and Captain Cobb, Officers, 
and private Passengers, ^Honourable Cont" 
pany's late skip Kent. 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF HIS ROTAL 
HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF YORK TO CAPT. COOK. 

Hone Guards, March 9, 1825. 
Sib, 
The Commtuider-in-CIiief having received from the Court of 
Directors of the East India Company, and from Lieutenant* 
Colonel Fearon of the 31st Regiment, reports of the circum* 
stances attending the destruction by fire, on the 1st instant, of 
the Honourable East India Company's ship Kent, I am direct- 
ed by his Royal Highness to assure you of the high sense which 
his Royal Highness will not cease to entertain for the'merito^ 
Tious seal and promptitude with which you came to the a8sitt> 
ance of the ship Kent, under circumstances so critical and try*, 
ing • and of the exemplary, gallant, and psisevering ezertiont 
made by yourself and those acting under your direction, to> 
which, under providence, his Majesty and the coontiy are in- 
debted for the preservation of so numy valuable lives. 

His Royal Highness having understood £rom the Agents o£ 
the ship Cambria, that you are about to proceed on your voyage^ 
has felt anxious not to lose any time in conveying to you hit 
sincere thanks for the services which you have rendered to the 
officers and soldiers of his Majesty's 31st r^^ent^ and to their 
wives and children, upon this melancholy occasiAn. 
I have the honilur to be^ 
Sib, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) HERBERT TAYLOR. 
'Offtttin Coo^f Ship Cambria, 



£ 
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CAPTAIN cook's REPLY. 

Falmouih, March 11, 1825. 
S194 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 9th Inst, 
bonveyiiig to me tUe fientiments hiis Hbyal Highness the Com- 
mander-in-Chief has been pleased to entertain, in consequence 
of the services 1 have been enabled to render (by the interposi- 
tion of a Divine Providence) to the sufierers on board the Ho- 
nourable East India Company's ship Keiit, at the period of her 
conflagration. 

Permit me. Sir, most respectfully to state, that, next to the 
heartfelt satisfaction I experienced at having had the opportu- 
nity of being useful in the cause of humanity, I value the ap- 
probation his Royal Highness has done me the honour so gra-' 
ciously to express ; and I beg leave to request, that you will 
have the kindness to tender to his Royal Highness my most 
humble, but very sincere thanks, for this distinguished mark of 
his condescension and goodness, rendered still more valuable to 
me in noticing those * under my command, by whom I was so 
ably assisted. 

With the greatest respect, 

' I have the honour to bt. 
Sib, 
Your very obedient kintible Servant, 
(Signed) Wm. C00K« 
To Sir Merbert Taylor, Bart. ic. $c. 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY AT WAR. 

JFar'oMce, March 30, 
StR, 
The Secretary at war having taken into consideratrdii the re- 
solution passed at the Board of the Anglo-Mexican Association 
on tlie 8th inst. relative to tbe important services rendered by 
Captain Cook and the crew of the Cambria, to the Kent East 
Indiiamen, whereby 557 pers«(nff were saved from the' wredk of 
the latter Vessel, I am directed to acquaint you, that his Lord^hi^ 
will authorise the sum of L. 560 to be granted to the master^ 
mates; and other persons on board the Cambria, in the under*, 
mentioned jptoportibt^s. Captain Cook stating to this office to 
whom he would wish the same to be issued. 

I am, at the same time, to state, that Lord Falm^i^ton feels the 
greatest satisfaction in offering to the Captain and his trev^ this 
licknowledgment, for their humane and n^eritorious exertions id 
rescuing so many persons irom the' fate, v^hich, without the assist- 
ance of the Cambria, would have been inevilakhe :-^' 

To the master L.150r mate L.50, acting second mate L.SO, 
crew, nine men, each L.IO, L.OO; miners, 26 men, each L.l0|, 
JL.260; making in all L.580. ~! . ' "' 

I am, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) • W. MERRY. 
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rftOM THE SECRETABT OF THE HON. EAST INDIA 
COMPABT TO THE AGENTS FOB THE SHIP CAM- 
BRIA. 

EaU IrnHa Moute, Xtank 17, 1825. 
GSKTLEMBN, 
Iji vefierence to your communication of jestodaj, I sm io- 
itrocted to acquaint you, that the Court of Dircctofs of tbe East 
India Company have resolved, that as Agents to tbe owners of 
die ship Cambria, and to Captain Cook, yon be paid tbe nndcr- 
■lentioned snms, in compensation for tbe losses and expenses 
occasioned to them by the asnstance rendered to the pssufwgets 
and diip*s company of the Kent East Indiaman, jw.— 
On account of the Captain— 

For payment of bill for provisions, &r „ ,», ..,„. Ifc267 11 O 

For diet^ &c. of the passengers . ..— .w.., , , 287 10 

On account of the owners— 

For demurrage^ &c« , ., m Tii30O 

Warrants for the sums aibove mentioned are nour payabl* 1» 
yon at the treasury in this house ; also^ waiiants for the follow* 
iag sums, which the Court have resoWed to present to Captain 
Cook, his officers, passengers, and crew, and regarding which a 
communication has been this day addressed to Capt. Coc^, viz. 
To Captain Cook , . ■ .T..600 

To his first -ma^i* lOQ 

To the carpenter, acting as second mate - SO 

To the crew (nine persons) each L.10 ^ 90 

To the miners (26 persons) each T. lA 390 

Tbe Coort have also anthoiised their agent at Falmouth to 

present the ten persons proceeding in tfaecapadtyof minenof a 

superior dfl« with sndr cabin stores as may contribute to their 
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comfort and conveaiienee during ifaeir intended voyagt, to the 
^xtent of Lto 100. I am* 

Gentlemen^ 
Your most obedient bumble Senrant, 

(Signed) J. DART, Secretary. 



The Royal Exchange Assurance have also paid to Messrs 
Dobson and Baker L.50 as a present to Captain Cook, and 
Ij. 50 to be divided among bis officers and crew. 

The Royal Humane Society have awarded to Captain Cook 
fm Honorary Medallion. 

The Subscribers to Lloyd's TOted the sum of L.100 to Capt. 
Cooky for saving the lives of the officers and soldiers of the 31st 
{legiment, and the crew of the Kent East Indiaman. 

The Underwriters at Liverpool have also shewn their accus- 
tomed liberality on this occasion. 



LSTTER TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE INHABITANTS 

OF FALMOUTH. 

FalmotUh, March 16, 1825. 
Gentlbmen^ 
In tracing the various links in that aixxugle chain of mercy and 
bounty with which it has pleased a gracious Providence to sur- 
round the numerous individuals lately rescued from the destruc- 
tion of the Honourable Company's ship Kent, we, the Lieute- 
nant-Colonel commanding, and Officers belonging to the Right 
Wing of the 31st Regiment, cannot but reflect with unceasing 
gratitude on the beneficence of that arrangement, whereby our- 
jielves and our gallant men« after the awful amd aiflicting cal»* 
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mity that be^ us, wer* cast «pon the sympafliies of the uibalM|- 
ants of Falmoutb and the adjacent towns, who have so wid^y 
opened tiieir hearts to feel, and munificently extended thdr 
hands to provide for our numerous and pressing wants« 

We were thrown upon your shore as pennyless strangers, and 
ye took us in ; — we were hungry, and ye gave us meat ; — naked, 
and ye clothed us ;— «ick, and ye relieved and comf<Mrted us. 
"We have found you rejoicing with those of us who rejoiced, and 
weeping with such of us as had cause to veep. Tou have visit- 
ed our fatherless and widows in their a^iction, and sought by 
unceasing acts of the most seasonable, efiective, and delicate 
charity, to alleviate the measure of our suffering. 

Under such circumstances, what can we say, or where shall 
we find words to f xpress our emotions. Tou have created be> 
f ween ns and our beloved country an additional bond of affection 
and gratitude, that will animate our future zeal, and enable us 
amidst all the vicissitudes of our professional life, to point out 
Falmouth to oiir companions in arms, as one of the bright spots, 
in our happy land, where the friendless shall find many fiiendsy 
mod the afflicted receive abundant consolation. 

In the name and on behalf of the Officers of the Rigl)^ 
Wing of the 31st Regiment, * 

R. B. FEARON, Lieut-Col. 31st Foot^ 

ft 

To the Chairman and Members of the Com" 
miltee for the relief of the sufferers by the de- 
struction of the Jffonourable Company's ^qf 
JTentf j-c. jfc. Falmouth. 

THE END. 
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